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Foreword:   

Since the Curzon came into Community ownership in 

1996, I and my fellow Directors at Aardman 

Animations have been delighted to be associated with 

it as patrons.  We have seen it grow and establish 

itself, from a time when its future as a cinema was in 

doubt to today, when the first stage of its restoration 

is almost complete, thanks to a grant from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and generous donations from 

ǘƘŜ /ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ Strategic Plan and one that is published at a vital stage in its 

development as a Community Cinema.  As the Curzon works to complete its major project   - 

Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǳǊȊƻƴ /ƭŜǾŜŘƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƛƴŜƳŀΣ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ- visitors are now able to see a substantial transformation.  The project has 

opened up parts of the building that were formerly largely hidden from public view. It has 

also developed a vital programme of community engagement and learning about the 

/ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊitage as well as its technical and social history and the history of cinema itself.  

The Curzon Collection of heritage cinema technology, the biggest in a working cinema, is 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀȅΦ   ¢ƘŜ /ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƻƭǳƴǘeers - for 

example as heritage guides, ushers and publicity distributors - has had an astonishing 

response.  This proves that the Curzon holds a place in the affections of people who want to 

be part of its successful future. 

 At a time when community organisations must work hard to maintain their income 

streams, the Curzon is well-placed to sustain itself into the future.  Its expanded facilities 

and the forthcoming 2012 Centenary celebrations will give important opportunities for 

forging new partnerships, reaching new audiences and raising more funds for the next stage 

of restoration. 

This Strategic Plan sets out some clear ambitions for the next four years, which I am 

confident that ς ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴity ς 

will be achieved.  It is an exciting time.  The Curzon stands on the threshold of a new chapter 

in its 100-year history, and I wish it all possible success. 

 

 

David Sproxton 

Executive Chairman 

Aardman Animations 
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¢ƘŜ /ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΥ  

 Bringing enjoyment, learning 

and enrichment through film 

in the fully restored historic 

cinema. 

Our Mission:  

To bring film and cinema to the 

community through arts and 

education, and to conserve and 

enhance the heritage of the 

Curzon and the Curzon Collection 

of heritage cinema technology.    
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Introduction and Summary 

1. The Curzon Community Cinema is a very special place.  From the picture house built 

on this site in 1912, there has been an operating cinema here ever since, surviving 

bombing, the vagaries of the industry, changes to the building fabric and threats to 

its financial viability.  The Curzon Clevedon Community Centre for the Arts is a 

registered charity that bought the Curzon on behalf of the local community in 1995.  

It owns the historic Grade II listed building and its subsidiary, the Curzon Community 

Cinema Ltd, operates as a community business.  

2. This is the Curzon ComƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƛƴŜƳŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 

2011-2015.  Since the Curzon came into community ownership there have been 

significant and steady achievements.  Over this period we have seen improved 

viability of the cinema business, enhancement of the customer experience through 

comfort and technological improvements, careful restoration and improved access 

to previously hidden parts of the building and expansion of our community and 

learning activities.  With the opening of our new exhibition in early 2011, supported 

by a generous Heritage Lottery Fund grant, the Curzon has reached an important 

turning point.   

3. The /ǳǊȊƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ facilities and activities will give new and diverse audiences 

the opportunity to share in the Curzon experience.  This strategy sets out how we 

will work towards our ambitions: 

¶ to be a successful and vibrant cinema business with diverse programmes and 

excellent customer service 

¶ to be a hub for community 

activities and a key resource in 

the area for learning about film, 

film-making and cinema 

technology and history 

¶ to comprehensively conserve and 

restore the Grade II listed 

building and conserve and 

maintain the Curzon Collection of 

heritage cinema technology for future generations. 

 

 


